178.  Pressure in the Reds
         Playing in a team event against first-class opponents, I hold as South in first chair:

♠Q87  ♥A105  ♦QJ106 ♣KQ10

With both sides vulnerable, I open one diamond with my balanced 14-count. Partner responds one spade, and East doubles.  With an indifferent 12-count, I might pass at this stage, but here I am just short of a one notrump opening and have great intermediate cards, so I bid one notrump.  Partner jumps to three notrump, completing the auction:

South    West
 North
   East

1♦          Pass
 1♠
   Dbl

1NT       Pass
 3NT
All Pass

West leads the nine of hearts and this is what I see:


♠ A K 6 3


♥ J 3 2


♦ A


♣ 8 7 5 3 2

♥9 led


♠ Q 8 7


♥ A 10 5


♦ Q J 10 6


♣ K Q 10

Initial impressions:

          There are excellent pros-pects. I have five tricks in the majors, and three more can be developed in diamonds.  If I can steal a club trick, I should be able to manage nine tricks without breathing hard.

           The lead deserves some attention.  There may be some entry problems to my hand, so I take a slight chance and play the jack of hearts on the opening lead, winning East’s queen with the ace.  I cross to dummy with a spade, and try a club.  East eyes this suspic-iously, but rises with the ace of clubs, and persists with the king and another heart.  I win in my hand as West discards a diamond.

           East didn’t fall for my little ploy in clubs.  If clubs break, I have plenty of tricks, so I assume the worst.  The distribution I fear is 1=5=3=4.  I may need both top clubs as entries to my hand, so I defer testing clubs before flushing out the red suits.  The way to do this is with spades.  I play the queen and the ace; East discards two diamonds.

          East has kept his winning hearts.  If he had dis-carded one, I would have played on diamonds for nine tricks, using clubs as entries as entries to my hand. It is time to check clubs, and West discards a diamond.  Well, East is 1=5=3=4.  With his throwing two diamonds, the question is whether he started with ♠x ♥KQxxx ♦Kxx ♣AJxx or with ♠x ♥KQxxx ♦xxx ♣AJxx.  Either is possible, but I think his double is more likely from the stronger holding.  If so, he is down to the stiff king of diamonds. I play a diamond to the ace, and East, after a little theatrical hesitation, drops the king.  This gives me eleven tricks.
         The full deal:

♠ A K 6 3

♥ J 3 2


♦ A


♣ 8 7 5 3 2

♠ J 9 5 4 2

       ♠ 10

♥ 9 8

       ♥ K Q 7 6 4

♦ 8 7 5 4 3

       ♦ K 9 2

♣ 4

       ♣ A J 9 6


♠ Q 8 7


♥ A 10 5


♦ Q J 10 6


♣ K Q 10

Points of Interest:

         ● East’s defense was expert in every way.  First, he refused to allow declarer to steal a club trick.  More importantly, he put declarer to the test by stiffing his king of diamonds.  Most defenders would gift wrap nine tricks by discarding a winning heart to keep a guard for the king of diamonds. 

