244.  Lengthy Study
           Playing in a team game with a regular partner, I am East and first to speak:

♠ 4    ♡ K 3 2    ♢ A Q J 10 7   ♣ A 8 7 5

With no one vulnerable, I open one diamond.  South passes, and partner jumps to three diamonds—preemptive.  North comes in with three hearts.  I pass, and South now jumps to four spades.  Partner passes.  North sits forever and finally passes.  I also pass.  The full auction:
West
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Pass
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All Pass

Partner leads the ♢K and North puts down a minimum but diamond shortness and trump support:


♠ 9 8 5

♡ A J 10 8 7 6

♢ 6

♣ K 9 4





♠ 4





♡ K 3 2

→ ♢K



♢ A Q J 10 7





♣ A 8 7 5

            Preliminary evaluation:  South must be play-ing a deep game.  He likely has solid spades and thought he could sit out a round of bidding to judge the lay of the land.  It looks like we have a trick in each side suit.  Partner needs the ♣Q and we have to hope there is a second club trick, but there is real danger that declarer can set up hearts for discards.  
            This is an active or passive hand—active if partner has ♣QJ, passive if he has ♣Q10.  If we decide to go passive, our goal must be to take out dummy’s third trump, declarer’s entry to his heart winners. For this, I need to get partner to lead another diamond.  When a singleton is in dummy, we play suit preference when we are known to be long.  The queen or jack of diamonds would ask for a heart, the seven of diamonds (if partner can read it) for a club.  The ten asks for a diamond continuation.  Do I want a club switch?
             That’s the active defense.  If partner has the ♣QJ, a club shift may beat this contract right away since I am marked for the ♣A on the bidding.  If he doesn’t have the jack, we have to remain passive with a second diamond.  I can ensure a second diamond by overtaking and leading one myself.  But this gives up chances in clubs.  I decide to pass the decision to partner and signal with the ♢10.

           Partner studies this card at length and eventually leads another diamond.  Declarer ruffs in dummy, crosses to his hand with the ace of spades, and plays a small heart.  Partner is in the game, instantly rising with the ♡Q.  Declarer takes the ace and follows with the ♡J to my king.  I have limited options here: a minor suit will give away a trick, so my only choice is the ♡3.  Declarer ruffs high, draws the last trump, and leads a club.  Partner produces the ten, dummy the king and I win the ace.  Declarer has a club to lose and the contract is down one.  
          The full deal:



♠ 9 8 5


♡ A J 10 8 7 6


♢ 6


♣ K 9 4

♠ 10 6



♠ 4
♡ Q 5



♡ K 3 2

♢ K 9 5 3 2



♢ A Q J 10 7

♣ Q 10 3 2



♣ A 8 7 5



♠ A K Q J 7 3 2



♡ 9 4



♢ 8 4



♣ J 6

Points of interest:

         ● The lead of the ♢K is an expert move to hold the lead if a killing shift is needed in another suit.

         ● With ♣AQ or ♣AJ, East should signal for a club switch by playing the ♢7.  In that case, a good declarer drops the ♢8 to try to confuse the situation.

         ● The intermediate ♢10 asks for a diamond continuation.  But West is not expected to be a robot.  With ♣QJ and placing partner with the ♣A, he can see that a club shift may be needed.  Lacking the ♣J, he follows directions and leads another diamond.
