
  305.  Without Recourse 
 
           Playing online with an expert partner against 
opponents of unknown strength, I hold: 
 

♠ A J 4 3 2 ♡♡♡♡ 10 ♢♢♢♢ A 10 9 4 3 2      ♣ 8 
 
We are white versus red. North, on my left, is first to 
speak, and passes.  Partner also passes, and South 
begins with one club—strong.  It would be nice if 
we were playing a defense such as CRASH when a 
three-step response would show a two-suiter of the 
same shape—rounded or pointed.  Since we are not, 
I make what appears to be my most meaningful call, 
one spade.  North bids two clubs, which is alerted 
as showing 5-12 points with clubs.  Partner raises to 
two spades, and South bids three hearts.  On this 
auction, partner likely doesn’t have much, but he 
doesn’t need much: king-third of spades and short 
diamonds may give me a play for game.  I jump to 
four spades.  After two passes, South competes to 
five hearts.  Everyone passes.  The complete 
auction: 
 
West  North  East  South 
―  Pass  Pass  1♣ 

1♠  2♣  2♠  3♡♡♡♡ 
4♠  Pass  Pass  5♡♡♡♡ 
All Pass 
 
I am on lead.  What should I select? 
 The obvious lead is the ♠A, particularly after 
partner’s raise.  If partner encourages, I will of 
course cash my ace of diamonds as the “expert play” 
before continuing spades.  Alternatively, I might 
play the ♠J as suit preference to engineer a diamond 
return.  What about leading one of my singletons?  
The ♣8 will result in immediate defeat if partner has 
the ♣A, but that isn’t likely.  North bid the suit and 
declarer had enough strength to go to the five level.  
That often means very good trumps and help in 
dummy’s suit.  A club lead will almost inevitably 
assist declarer.  What about a trump lead?  Declarer 
didn’t bid a second suit and dummy didn’t support 
hearts.  There does not appear to be any urgency to 
take trumps off the board; if anything, this lead may 
compromise partner’s trump holding, perhaps jack-
fourth.  Finally, what about a diamond lead?  There 
is an outside chance that partner may be short.  If so 
we may get a ruff.  The benefit of the ♢♢♢♢A lead is that 
I can hold the lead.  I can shift to the ♠A if partner 

signals with a low diamond.  If he signals with a 
high diamond, I will continue diamonds. 
 So I try the ♢♢♢♢A.  This is what I see: 
 
  ♠ 10 8 
  ♡♡♡♡ 7 4 
  ♢♢♢♢ K Q 8 
  ♣ A J 9 5 3 2 
♠ A J 4 3 2    
♡♡♡♡ 10     
♢♢♢♢ A 10 9 4 3 2   → ♢♢♢♢A 
♣ 8     
 
 Partner plays the ♢♢♢♢J. This is an obvious 
come-on.  He doesn’t want a spade shift; 
conceivably he could be short in diamonds.  I 
continue with another diamond.  Dummy wins as 
declarer follows and partner completes an echo. 
 Declarer now plays on hearts.  It takes four 
rounds to draw partner’s trumps.  I throw the four 
and two of spades and a low diamond.  Declarer now 
plays the king and ten of clubs.  When I throw a 
diamond on the second round, he overtakes his ace, 
discards a spade on the ♢♢♢♢Q, and leads a spade to his 
king and my ace.  The ♠J is the setting trick. 
 The full deal: 
 
  ♠ 10 8 
  ♡♡♡♡ 7 4 
  ♢♢♢♢ K Q 8 
  ♣ A J 9 5 3 2 
♠ A J 4 3 2   ♠ Q 9 7 
♡♡♡♡ 10    ♡♡♡♡ 8 6 3 2 
♢♢♢♢ A 10 9 4 3 2   ♢♢♢♢ J 5 
♣ 8    ♣ Q 7 6 4 
  ♠ K 6 5 
  ♡♡♡♡ A K Q J 9 8 
  ♢♢♢♢ 7 6 
  ♣ K 10 
 
 When a player bids game at a high level, he 
often has solid or near-solid trumps, along with help 
for partner’s suit. Leading the singleton of dummy’s 
suit in these circumstances is seldom successful.  
Note the effect in this case.  Declarer wins the ♣10, 
draws trumps, takes the ♣K, and leads a diamond.  
West must duck his ace.  A spade is thrown on ♣A, 



and a club is ruffed.  Now another diamond leaves 
West without recourse. 

A trump lead is also unlikely to help, which 
leaves one of the aces.  The ace of diamonds is a 
stronger selection.  With the ♠K, East discourages, 
asking for a shift to leader’s suit. Without the ♠K, 
East encourages a diamond continuation, which has 
two effects: removing dummy’s entry and avoiding 
the disastrous spade shift. 


