
Rebecca Anspach   

 

My name is Rebecca Anspach.  You may also know me as Rebecca Connolly, the Gopher Partnership 
Desk Chairperson for the past two years.  I have decided to run for the Unit 178 Board of Directors 
because I would like to give back to the Twin Cities bridge community.  I have been involved in this 
community for the past 6 years and it has really enriched my life.  I have met many wonderful new friends, 
learned how to play bridge, and enjoyed stimulating competition.  In my professional life, I have 25 years 
of experience working in accounting, finance, and financial systems, for all types of organizations from 
large multi-national corporations to small non-profits.  I have extensive experience working in budgeting, 
management reporting, and financial reporting.  I have previous experience serving on boards for small 
organizations, including serving as treasurer.  If you elect me, I will do my best to represent the 
Minneapolis bridge community.  If you have any suggestions on how Unit 178 can better serve the needs 
of the community, I would love to hear from you. 

Eric A. Hendrickson   

 

 

Dear bridge friends, I am a candidate for the Unit 178 Board of Directors.  My bridge history is fairly 

typical.  I learned to play bridge in 1974 from my best friend in high school, whose parents played the 

game socially.  For the next two-plus years I occasionally played the odd duplicate game at a local 

club and managed to rack up a stellar 8 MPs.  Alas, life then interceded and “stuff” such as college, 

graduate school, a profession, a wife, etc. resulted in a solid 20-year absence from the game.  

Fortunately, in 1996, a colleague mentioned that his wife was looking for a bridge partner and I 

remembered how much I had enjoyed playing the game as a teenager and realized that I was now in a 

position in my life where I would have time to play it again.  In the intervening 15 years I haven’t 

looked back.  I played steadily for 5 years in New England and then about a decade ago moved to the 

Twin Cities area, where I’ve managed to continue to play at regular intervals.  I’m currently a silver Life 

master.  While my bridge career is littered with innumerable disappointing results (virtually all of my 

own making) I count the two national championships that I have won (2009 MiniSpingold) with 

teammates Matthew & Jason Bribitzer-Stull and Andy Caranicas; and the 2010 GNT Bs with Paul 

Gutterman, Andy Caranicas and Richard Lawson) as clear high points.  My future goal is to count 

more, improve my game and to hopefully – some bright day – compete in the open brackets at the 

national level without embarrassing myself.  I am a candidate without a specific agenda.  I’m a huge 

advocate of team events and if elected to the board I would advocate doing whatever Unit 178 can do 

to support and bolster regional and national team events.  I also believe that getting more people to 

play the game and to provide mechanisms for beginning players to improve is critical the health of the 

bridge community.  Again, I would use my position on the Unit 178 Board of Directors to try and 

facilitate improving these two aspects of our bridge community.  Apart from bridge, my hobbies include 

rooting for the Detroit Tigers, Green Bay Packers and all sports teams associated with the University 

of North Carolina-Chapel Hill.  I garden extensively, motorcycle moderately and have a large (and 

growing) collection of manual typewrites. 

 



 

 

Kerry Holloway    

 

I volunteered to be on the election slate because I was asked.  Having recently retired, I now feel I can 
devote the time to do an adequate job of representing our constituency. My qualifications are few.  I have 
worked for 40 years in sales and sales management.  I have also been the foreman of two Hennepin 
County juries (petit and Grand).  These experiences enable me to be adept at building consensus and 
arriving at mutually agreeable solutions. I was introduced to bridge in 1965.  In 1967 we discovered the 
Bridge Center at 34th and Nicollet.  I played sporadically during the 70’s and 80’s while raising a family.  
About 25 years ago opportunities to play with some of the states best players arose, and I have been 
blessed with competent partners the last two decades. I still remember the trials and challenges beginning 
and intermediate players face, I can now identify with more advanced players, and I also get to play often 
with experts.  I believe I am thus qualified to represent a broad cross-section of our unit 
membership. Though I have little administrative experience, I think I am trainable. 

 

 

Sue Jackson   

 

 

I am seeking reelection to the Unit 178 Board because I believe my people skills and my organizational 

skills are valuable to the bridge community. I have been heavily involved in many tournaments and bridge 

events. For me, volunteering is exciting and rewarding, especially when the work involves my passion for 

the game of bridge. I understand the needs of the different levels of bridge players, and I am dedicated to 

the efforts of the unit board to keep bridge a vibrant mental and social activity for all players. 



 

 

 

Doug Ogren    

 

 

I graduated from the University of Minnesota with a BS in accounting.  Most of my work life was a financial 

manager for Hennepin County in Social Services and Public Works.  I served on the boards of the History 

Theatre and the Volunteer Resource Center.  I started playing duplicate bridge when I retired in 2001 and 

am a Bronze Life Master with a little over 800 master points.  I play regularly at the Twin Cities Bridge 

Center plus a few tournaments each year both here and out of town.  Serving on the Unit 178 Board of 

Directors will provide me with an opportunity to help the Board get their work completed and give a little 

back for the great times I have had playing bridge. 
 
 

 

 

 

Barb Zipoy    

 
 
I first began duplicate bridge in about 2002 when my kids were old enough that I would have the time.  My 
grandmother was a good player and I think it was in my blood---I had and still have never played "party 
bridge".  I took the easy bridge from Loran and the rest is history.  For the first few years I played 
sporadically and now as often as I can.  There is almost nothing I would rather do!!!! 
As I was hung around the Bridge Center I began to get more involved--When I first started I sent out a 
mass email on a weekly basis about bridge events, stories, tips, and other items of interest.  I helped with 
an IN tournament at Mystic, I have CO-chaired the Charity game and dinner two years running.  I have 
gone to Cretin Derham hall on occasion to help Mary Vik with her bridge class for the high school kids.  I 
helped Teri with her class for kids at the BC.   I recently got an appointment by Sharon Anderson to the 
ACBL National Charity Committee as a lifetime member.  I have also done many, many volunteer things 
that do not involve bridge so am very aware of the time commitment and the effort involved and am willing 
to do what it takes to make this a better bridge community 
I have always said I would like to get more involved and now's my chance.  I think as a Board member I 
would work hard, do whatever is needed of me, and add valuable input. As a board member, one of the 
things I would like to see is more bridge for younger adults and kids.  Since I have not served on this board 
before I also believe there is a lot of listening and learning involved. 
 
 
 


