
Gawker Slowdown 

Competition sponsored by the USBF to select USA2 for this year’s  Bermuda Bowl is underway.  In the 

Round of 16 Hamman, seeded second with a bye to R16,  faced Ganzer 
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Traffic backs up as we look at a tragedy on the highway.  This, to me, is no different as Ross Grabel 

and Howie Weinsten had accidents on consecutive boards: 

 

Howie Weinstein and Ross Grabel had two simultaneous disasters on the 82nd and 83rd boards of the 

120 board match.  2 was GF in clubs or a GF balanced hand.  3N was described as a non-serious slam 

try (a 4 level cuebid would have been ‘serious’).  After 2 cuebids  4 was described as Kickback RKC 

for hearts.  5 showed 2 key cards without the Q.  5 was, presumably, asking for kings.  Grabel’s 
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7 response led to a 50% grand slam that failed.  He could not have known that Weinstein held the 

J, so my presumption is that Grabel thought that partner had a legitimate 2/1 in clubs.   

 

Does a double of your opponent’s voluntarily bid slam after you have opened with a pre-empt ask for 

the lead of your suit, or promise a quick two tricks somewhere else.  A Lightner double in another 

match led to a 20 imp swing. http://usbf.org/docs/2015usbc/bulletins/USBC2015news5.pdf pg13.  But 

there is no ruffing in a notrump slam.  Still, if you don’t double isn’t your partner going to lead your 

suit?  Hamman lost 14 imps.  On a diamond lead Hamman would have won 13 imps.  That’s 27 imps 

and a two board total of 41 imps.  .  

Is it comforting to know that World Class players have World Class disasters?  Not really when you 

empathize with the pain.  But it is ‘gawkable’ and it’s nice to know even the best are not super-human 

and that a less accomplished team can be win with a good effort.  Ganzer, seeded 15th, beat the 2nd 

seed, Hamman by 62 imps. They played superbly in the two segments I was able to watch on vugraph. 

There will be Vu-Graph through Sunday on BBO until the USBC Team Trials crowns USA-2 for the 2015 

Bermuda Bowl to be held in Chennai, India from September 26 through October 10th.  Nickell is USA-1. 

Keep up to date with the Team Trials at 

http://usbf.org/index.php?option=com_content&task=section&id=46&Itemid=540 
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