While I was compiling the Minnesota Top 100 for the Bridge Blog, being a numbers person and a trivia buff, I decided to waste an hour and come up with some numbers – The following data was interesting to me and maybe to some of you.
We have 1657 members in the two units and they have earned 934,335.03 Master Points as of Feb 6, 2010.  Thus the Mean number of MP earned by Minnesota players is 563.87.  That number shows how statistics can be misleading because it is dramatically affected by those players who have earned LOTS of MP.  A more meaningful number, the median, (The number of points earned by the person in the middle, number 828) is 143.74.  To be included in the Minnesota Top 100 you need to have earned 2030.49 MP.  To achieve such a lofty rating in 2009 one needed 2044.26 MP and in 2008 one needed 2012.16 MP.
The average number of MP earned by the Minnesota Top 100 was 4013.16.  To place in the Minnesota Top 275 you needed 992 MP (The only significance to that number is that I made that list. :)  )
If you have earned 1485 MP you placed in the top 10% of Minnesota bridge players i.e. you have more master points that 90% of the players in Minnesota.  828 MP would place you in the top 20%.  

Other percentiles –
If you have 499.69 MP you have more points than 70% of the players in Minnesota.

If you have 306.41 you have more points than 60% of the players in Minnesota and as indicated earlier if you have earned 143.74 MP you have earned more points than ½ of the players in Minnesota.

Other silly numbers: 
499 Minnesota players (30%) have earned fewer than 25 MP as of Feb 2010.
744 players (45%) have earned fewer than 100 MP.

984 players (59%) have earned fewer than 300 MP.

These numbers could reflect either folks who have started playing bridge and then stopped or possibly be a reflection on a large number of new players who have not yet had the time to earn more master points.

In terms of Rank – 
Minnesota has 1 person (Peg Kaplan) who has earned the rank of Grand Life Master (10,000+ MP and at least one national title) and 1 person (Jerry Lee) who has earned the rank of Platinum Life Master (10,000+ MP).  The numbers of Minnesota players who have earned the following ranks are listed below:
Emerald Life Master

4
Diamond Life Master
19
Gold Life Master

47
Silver Life Master

197
Bronze Master

204
Life Master


107
NABC Master

108
Regional Master

177
Sectional Master

157
Club Master


189
Junior Master

201
Rookie


245
OK – time to go back to work editing that darn Calculus book.

