OVERCALLING OPPONENTS’ WEAK TWO OPENER
By Steven Gaynor

Those rude opponents are up to their old tricks again interfering in your auction.  This time they have opened the bidding at the two level.  Well, what are you going to do about it?  Here are some guidelines to help you get to the right spot.

Bidding in the direct seat (double or overcall) should show a sound opening bid – no ratty hand that you need the rule of 20 or losing trick count to justify a bid.  You can save those criteria to determine if you should bid in the balancing chair, knowing your partner does not have a good 13 or more.   A suit bid should show 5 or more, the better the hand the softer the suit can be.  No Trump overcalls should be 15+ to 18.  If you double and bid NT that shows at least 19 HCP.  If you double and bid a suit you show 17+ and a good 5-card suit (KQT9x or better) or more.   

There are conventional calls and agreements that you can have with your partner, but do not assume they are ‘standard’.  These include lebensohl, Michaels and leaping Michaels.  Also, 3N is to play – not for the minors.  If you want to ask partner to choose a minor, you must jump directly to 4N.  Doubling and bidding 4N would be ace-asking.
If doubling and bidding a new suit shows a good hand what does a jump in a new suit mean?  I would suggest playing that as a pre-empt (What??? Pre-empting over a pre-empt?  Are you crazy?  Everyone says not to do that).   Yes, I know, but we have the good hand covered and if you are not playing any other treatment, why not?

Let’s try a few hands and see what we decide.  Give these hands to your partners, if they are not here today and answer them independently.  Then compare your results and come up with some agreements.  Remember, the best system is the same one your partner is playing.  Assume they open 2S.  What is your bid in direct seat?  Balancing seat?






DIRECT


BALANCING

1. T986, AK7, A5, KQJ8

2. Q75, A4, AK92, JT86

3. 4, AJ72, KJ94, Q763

4. A4, 2, KQ974, A8753
5. Q74, A32, KJ65, KQ4

6. K85, A, Q63, AKQJ72

7. AJT72, K5, Q53, A84

8. 7, KQJT9543, Q82, 6

SUGGESTED RESPONSES:
1. 2N.  Your spade stopper is not perfect, but the rest of the hand is.  Plus a huge %age of the time their spade suit will not run.  Doubling in balancing chair is OK, but if partner bids diamonds you have to decide to shoot out 3N or just pass.  Usually if partner has some values but no major they may cue-bid giving you the hint to bid 3N.
2. P.   You have a sound opening hand, but no good bid.  You cannot double and hear partner bid hearts (most likely).  Therefore you have to pass and see if partner can open in balancing chair.   In balancing chair 2N is OK with 12-16.
3. P.  This is either the best pass or the worst double in direct seat.  Perfect takeout double in balancing chair.  Notice how it is direct seat, but balancing chair.  
4. 3D.  Do you want to commit to the 5-level so soon?  Partner may be able to cue 3S and you will be happy to bid 3N.  Over 3H you can show your other suit.  Same in balancing chair.
5. 2N.  Good NT overcall in either chair – solid 16 with probably 2 stoppers in their suit.

6. 3N.  After a spade lead you have 8 tricks.  Partner does not need much to make game here, and will NEVER bid it over 2N unless they have 10 HCP.  You could double and bid 3N in balancing chair.

7. P.  Please, partner, please re-open with a double and let’s teach them a lesson.  Bid 2N in balancing chair.  If partner has a 10-12 count 3N probably makes.

8. 4H.  Ok, here it is – the pre-empt over a pre-empt.  I would not do it with much less than this, but do NOT do this without serious partnership discussion.  However, if you pass and partner has anything he should strain to bid in the balancing chair and you will be able to show your goodies.

