Team Hendrickson has a bit of a history with the “Stripe Tailed Ape”.  In their Micro-Spingold victory, Eric doubled a 5S contract only to see it roll home with an overtrick.  Eric and Andy were amazed when their teammates, Matt and Jason, came back with +980 on the same board.  So the “Stripe Tailed Ape” had worked, earning them six imps on the way to their Micro-Spingold victory.
The Grand National Teams started with a Swiss Teams to reduce the 25 teams representing all the districts around the country to 16 teams that would play knockout matches beginning on day 2.  So it was important to play well, but you didn’t need to be perfect.
Which was good news for Team Hendrickson, this time with Richard and Paul in place of Matt and Jason.  Here’s a story told from two perspectives:

Richard picked up a rather nice hand with lots of spades:

♠ AQT9xxxx
♥ A
♦ xxxx
♣ -
Yup, that’s eight spades.  On his right, the opponents open 1H.  Richard decides to take it slowly and bids 1S.  LHO wastes no time in bidding 4H, after which Andy bids 4S, much to Richard’s shock.  RHO bids 5H.
Now Richard begins to think.  What is Andy’s hand?  Surely four spades to go along with Richard’s eight.  And he should have other values, and those values rate to be outside of hearts.  So taking something of a gamble, Richard ponies up 6S.
LHO promptly doubles.  Everyone passes, and LHO leads an ominous-looking KD.  Andy puts down:

♠ KJxx
♥ KQxx
♦ x
♣ xxxx
Richard was very wrong about Andy’s values being outside of hearts, but the sight of the singleton diamond is a blessed relief.  Richard leans forward and shows his hand; making 6Sx for +1660.
At the other table, Eric picks up a standard-looking opener:

♠ x
♥ JTxxx
♦ AJxx
♣ AKx
He has an easy 1H opener.  LHO bids 1S, and Paul cue-bids 2S, showing a limit raise or better in hearts.  RHO bids 3S, and Eric, liking his singleton spade, bids 4H.  LHO bids 4S, passed back to Eric.

Eric thinks this over.  Paul has cue bid to show values.  His subsequent pass must surely have been forcing, unsure whether bidding 5H or doubling 4S is the best action.  Well, Eric has a definite preference.  Since his values are largely outside of hearts, he has an excellent chance of scoring three minor-suit winners in his hand.  So Eric doubles.
LHO promptly redoubles.  Paul thinks for a long time, then passes.  Eric has seen nothing to change his mind, so he passes as well.

Alas.  His AK-A in the minors are worth exactly one trick.  Declarer easily scores up two overtricks for -1880.

After the match comes the comparison.  Richard proudly states, “+1660”.

Eric is a little grimmer.  “-1880.”

In any civilized society, a small moment of silence is held after such a statement.

The loss was a mere six imps, and the match ended up tied.  Team Hendrickson went on to finish 6-1-1 in the Swiss teams and qualified in 5th place for the Knockout Stage.

As happened many times during the event, whenever one pair brought back a bad result, the other pair had them covered.  There were several instances where Andy and Richard thought they had a bad quarter, only to find that the team had increased its lead because of Paul and Eric.

And yet another chapter was added to the Legend of the Stripe Tail Ape.

