District 14 Director’s Report
September, 2009
Washington DC Summer 2009 NABC
The Summer NABC was held at the Marriott Wardman Park Hotel in Washington DC. Attendance was 14,115 tables, which was about 10% above pre-tournament expectations. 

ACBL Board Meeting Highlights 

· Memberships 
We have gained 1,421 members for the first half of 2009. Jay Baum, CEO, believes that a net gain of over 2,500 members is possible for the year, which would be a fantastic result. We now have over 160,500 members. Retention of new members remains above 65%. 
· Tournament Attendance
Tournament attendance is expected to match or slightly exceed the very good table counts from 2008. Average tables for StaCs are on a pace to break all previous records, and the total number of STaC tables will probably exceed 100,000 tables for the year. Club tables are down about 1% for the year. 
· Financial Status
Management reported that for the first five months of 2008, revenues exceeded expenses by about $190,000. Based on these figures, the CFO and the Finance Committee are now projecting a gain of in excess of $200,000 for the calendar year, which represents a big improvement when compared with the 2009 budgeted loss of $195,000.  Jay Baum, CEO, has hired a new Chief Financial Officer, Dee Wallace.  She joins our ACBL staff with an impressive background in finance.  I’m hopeful that with this addition, we will do a better job in budgeting and forecasting financial results.  New procedure:  Annual audited financial statements will be posted on the ACBL website after each Spring NABC, and the interim financial reports presented to the Board of Governors will be posted after each NABC 
· 2010 ACBL President 
Rich DeMartino from Connecticut (District 25) was elected 2010 ACBL President. 
· New ACBL Headquarters Update 
The ACBL has signed a lease purchase agreement for the new building in Horn Lake, Mississippi, about 10 miles from the current headquarters. The inside of the building is now being completed to suit our needs. The anticipated net cost for the building is $2.2 million (costs are $4.25 million but municipal incentives of $2.5 million over 10 years will reduce our costs to well below the amount previously approved by the ACBL Board). Plans are to move during the first quarter of 2010.  If you are in Memphis, plan to see the new facility which will include a museum, library and the ACBL Hall of Fame.
· Use of Average Masterpoints for Stratified and Limited Pair and Team Games 
The Board previously passed a motion to permit stratification in stratified Swiss or pair events based on the average masterpoints of the pair or team. The following motion was passed which extends this concept:  "In stratiflighted and limited pair and team events, once the flight of the pair or team is determined, stratification within each flight may be based, at sponsor option, on the average masterpoints of the team or pair."  As an example, in a limited game with strats from 0 to 300 and 300 to 750, no player with more than 750 masterpoints could play in this game. But a pair with one player holding 350 masterpoints and the other player holding 100 masterpoints would be placed in the 0 to 300 group if the sponsoring organization chooses to determine stratification based on averaging.
· NABC Winners 
Management has just completed a project recommended by the Technology Committee which enables members to access—through the website,  winners (and seconds) of all NABC events, either by person or by event. Those interested in who wins NABC events will enjoy this new feature. 

· Reporting of Club Results 
The Technology Committee is evaluating the feasibility of making available to all of our clubs the option to post club game results on the ACBL website.  

· Platinum Pairs and revised Spring NABC Schedule 
A new event, the Platinum Pairs, was added to the Spring NABC schedule starting in 2010. The event will be a 6 session event starting on the first Friday. The existing Silodor Open Pairs will be moved to the Thursday before the last weekend and the IMP Pairs will be moved to the first Friday (to run concurrently with the Platinum Pairs). Finally, the Vanderbilt will start on Monday rather than Sunday. 

· Internet Bridge
The board voted to establish ACBL-wide races for masterpoints won in ACBL Internet bridge competitions.
· Hand Records and Analysis

Due to the cost of printing and postage, effective Jan. 1, 2010 the printing and mailing of hand records, analysis and travelers for the ACBL-wide games held at clubs (with the exception of the ACBL Instant Matchpoint held in September) will be eliminated.  In order to maintain this service in a less expensive way, the Board has suggested to management to provide hand analyses online to club directors which can be copied at minimal cost, or put on the club’s website at no charge.  This will cost the league $3,000 annually, instead of $13,000 for mailing hard copies. 
· For More Detail on Board Actions  
Check out the minutes of the Board meeting on the ACBL website (ACBL.org).  Some matters that may be of interest: issues discussed by the Appeals and Charges committee, including disciplinary sanction guideline changes, amendments to recorder regulations and to the code of disciplinary regulations, and amendments to club discipline.
· Special Games at Clubs
A motion was made in DC and deferred to San Diego to lower the masterpoint awards for special games at clubs (“triple point games”) from 100% of sectional rating to 90% of sectional rating. Your thoughts?

Top 30 District 14 Masterpoint Winners – DC 2009 NABC

Total 
   1
157.02   
Peggy Kaplan, Minnetonka MN

   2
95.28    
Linda Lewis, Sioux Falls SD

   3
70.88     
Jason Bribitzer-Stull, Minneapolis MN

   4
70.88   
Matthew Bribitzer-Stull, Minneapolis MN

   5
64.58    
Ramratnam Krishnan, Ames IA

   6
63.87     
Eric Hendrickson, Minneapolis MN

   7
62.93    
Peter Litchfield, St Louis Park MN

   8
62.93    
Paul Gutterman, Eagan MN

   9
60.00   
Andy Caranicas, St Paul MN

  10
44.27   
Steven Gaynor, Minneapolis MN

  11
44.27  
Jean Boettcher, Minneapolis MN

  12
39.51   
Wayne Gergen, Minneapolis MN

  13
39.51   
William Cummings, Monticello MN

  14
37.14 
G S Jade Barrett, Elk Point SD

  15
33.06  
Karen Lee Barrett, Elk Point SD

  16
32.02  
Bill Kent, Iowa City IA

  17
29.34   
Jonathan Cohen, Prior Lake MN

  18
29.21   
Randy Okubo, Saint Paul MN

  19
28.42   
Peder Langsetmo, Minneapolis MN

  20
27.55    
Dee Wilson, Des Moines IA

  21
27.55   
Nancy Wilson, Des Moines IA

  22
27.31 
Paul Meerschaert, Saint Paul MN

  23
27.31   
Jake Olson, Blaine MN

  24
27.31  
Cindy Balderson, Eden Prairie MN

  25
27.31   
Jeff Olson, Blaine MN

  26
27.12   
John Crouch, Edina MN

  27
25.81  
Carole Miner, Rochester MN

  28
24.37  
Keith Connolly, Minneapolis MN

  29
24.00  
Bob Balderson Jr., Eden Prairie MN

  30
21.08    
William Drake, Minneapolis MN

Brendan Byrne appointed ACBL Junior Ambassador from District 14
Here are some highlights about Brendan:
· Started playing bridge in 2002, and started playing duplicate bridge in 2003. 

· Has accumulated about 85 masterpoints. 

· Participated in the Bridge Club at Mounds Park Academy from 2002-2006. 

· Helped teach fellow members of the Bridge Club how to play and improve. 

· Attended the 2004 Junior Individual Tournament in New York City. 

· Attended the 2004 Junior Bridge Camp in Nyack, New York. 

· Member of the ACBL Junior Corps since early 2007 (about 2.5 years). 

· Attended a few sessions of the St. Anthony Village High School Bridge Club in 2007. 

· Attended a few session of the Cretin-Derham Hall High School Bridge Club in 2009.

Policy Enforcement 

CELL PHONES:  
During the DC Spingold, a phone rang in the playing area (electronic devices are prohibited in the playing rooms of NABC events).  The offender’s team was assessed a standard 12 IMP penalty, and it cost them the match.

SLOW PLAY  
A slow play complaint was lodged against Matt Granovetter and Ron Rubin in the semifinals of the Spingold.  Both players went before a committee and were placed on 6 months probation for egregious slow play.
Alert?
The ACBL Competitions and Conventions Committee is doing a study of the current “alert” procedures and making recommendations (both additions and deletions).  I’m interested in your suggestions.
Fall NABC In San Diego
The Fall NABC will be held from November 26 through December 6 at the Manchester Grand Hyatt Hotel in downtown Seaport Village in San Diego which has a spectacular view of San Diego Bay.  The tournament starts on Thanksgiving with the International Fund games and Educational Foundation KO Teams, plus a Thanksgiving Fiesta.  To learn more visit www.sandiegofallnabc2009.com. 
Reminder:  
New members can make Life Master faster under the current rules which will change on January 1, 2010.  The masterpoints required for LM after January 1, 2010 will increase 67% and new members or those that do not stay current will be rated with the new rules.

· New requirements for attaining Life Master status will be 500 total masterpoints of which 50 must be gold or platinum, 50 red, gold or platinum, 75 silver and 75 black.

· If you are not a Life Master and your ACBL membership is not active as of December 31, 2009, you will be required to fulfill the new Life Master requirements. It also means that if you let your ACBL membership lapse after January 1, 2010 and before you become a Life Master, the new requirements will apply to you.

Appointments to Goodwill and Charity Committees

ACBL Goodwill Committee (“It’s is nice to be important but more important to be nice.”
The Goodwill Committee was created in 1955 to promote goodwill and good manners among the players. In addition, the Goodwill Committee promotes active ethics, awareness of the needs of hearing-impaired players, support for Junior and Youth programs and the naming of a Goodwill Member of the Year.
· Mike Edwards 
· Dee Wilson, Des Moines, IA

· William Craig, Rapid City, SD

· Marv Riedesel, Prior Lake, MN
ACBL Charity Committee:   

Members promote ACBL Charity Program participation in their district’s units and sanctioned club games.
· Linda Webb, Fargo, ND

· Patti Stuhlman, Edina, MN

Insurance Coverage: “D&O” 

Sue Himel did some great work as our District 14 representative to assure all volunteers appointed by District or Unit Boards are covered under the ACBL insurance policy (Policy Form D9101).  I’m happy to report that Unit and District Recorders, Disciplinary Committee, Tournament Disciplinary Committee and District Appellate Committees are covered under the current policy. (“Insured Persons shall mean all persons who were, now are, or shall be directors, trustees, officers, employees, volunteers, or staff members of the Organization or it’s Subsidiaries, including any executive board members and committee members whether salaries or not.”)
Thanks again for the opportunity to represent you and District 14. I always appreciate your suggestions and feedback.  

Sharon Roe Anderson

sharonroeanderson@comcast.net
651-797-2902
