The Perfect Partner
Bridge players discuss system and style – conventions and carding.  Surely they all are critical to doing well.  Yet, above it all, something else matters far more:  your partner.

Many are never satisfied with their partner.  He bids too much – or not enough.  He doesn’t play the cards quite well enough.  Feel free to supply your own gripes.  There are dozens from which to choose; some partners seem to encompass so many flaws.
I, however, am a rare breed.  It may be an overbid to say I have the perfect partner – but if so, surely only by a mere jack or so.  Bill Kent may not be perfect; still, he sure comes about as close as possible!

“Why is it that you always bid like a maniac and I have to make these impossible contracts?” Bill asks me.  What can I say?  As long as Bill continues to declare as if he can see through the cards, I cannot help myself.  He is no slouch on defense, either.  Sometimes, he comes up with plays so smooth and easily performed, he fools me as he puts one over on declarer.   

It is not, however, simply Bill’s bridge skills that are to be admired.  Finding a more ethical and fair player is impossible.  Discovering someone more friendly and helpful is tough.   

On top of it all, Bill is generally understanding and supportive when Yours Truly makes a little “boo-boo.”  Well, OK, sometimes he does wish he had an armed weapon at the table – but the urge generally passes within a few minutes.

I will admit he does seem to keep a casual “Hall of Fame” list of my worst bids.  While I do my best to keep future contenders from arising, every once in a while I do come up with a doozey.  Bill will then announce:    “This may be a candidate!”  Because children may at some point read this Newsletter, I shall refrain from providing readers with any examples.

Although Bill and I have had plenty of successes together (thanks to stupendous teammates like Vern and Monte Evans and others), we have had disappointing events and tournaments.  Even during the tough times, though, I realize I could do no better in the partner department.  Bill’s good humor and ability to shake off our disasters keeps me coming back for more.
It would be tough for anyone to have a partner quite like Bill.  Still – whoever your partner is, take a lesson from Bill.  Be nice to your partner.  Laugh.  Don’t yell when they go for 500 instead of allowing you to get 800.  Share your French fries.

I guarantee that you will have more fun at the table – and – your results will likely improve, too.   I know from experience!
Peg Kaplan
