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ORTH, S(mth, Ezm‘t, and West
got together for lunch one day
last week and concluded most

solemnly that they were not giving
enough serious study and sober appli-
cation to their favorite diversion. The
sentiment was expressed, and generally
indorsed, that their playing methods
were too haphazard, too infr cqutnriy
founded upon the fundamental prin-
ciples expounded in the multiplicity of
literary works of the bridge masters.
The consensus was that, since success

at Contract depends upon systematized
playing, they should master the system
and cleave to it t|ll‘0ugh gnod fortune
and ill. Since this conversation, the
four have been studying their bridge
books most assiduously, and all feel
qualified to bid and play their hands
with authority.

North, the dealer, cons his hand and,
noting that he has two sure tricks and
at least two other probable ones,
searches his memory and recalls that
this is sufficient strength for an open-
ing bid by the dealer. So North bids
one heart. Reasoning in the same un-
spoken words—so imbued is he with
the spirit of standardized bidding—
East is led to bid one spade.

South’s first impulse is to mention
his clubs, but he recoils in time from
such a gaucherie. He remembers that
the book says not to shift from a major
suit to a six-card minor unless the minor
is headed by the ace, king, and queen,
and unless no more than normal sup-
port for the major suit is held. South
turns his thoughts to another page of
the book, which defines the require-
ments for jumping a partner’s bid.
Keeping in mind the valuation system
set forth, South finds that he has a
count of sixteen (ace, 5; blank suit, 8;
queen, 1; four cards of partner’s suit,
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2) which he knows—from memory—
is just shy of being enough to jump a
one-bid to three. So South sighs duti-
fully and bids two hearts.

West does not consider a shift, but
he counts his hand and finds it totals
thirteen, just enough for a one-trick
raise. West therefore bids two spades.

NnR'rH maintains a solemn mien as
he considers the situation. He
realizes, so well did he learn his lesson,
that a suit-bidder who has been jumped
by his partner should pass when his
original bid was a minimum. But
North knows that he has better than
the minimum requirements for an
original bid of one trick. He has “other
elements of strength™: a singleton, a
four-card suit headed by the quecn,
and another topped by the king, jack.
Feeling solid ground under his feet,
North bids three hearts, FEast also
finds “other elements of strength,”
and he bids three spades.

It is up to South, but South, never a
brilliant scholar, is at last at a loss. He
wishes now that he had stayed away
from that movie and spent more time
on the last pages dealing with card
valuation and suit-jump assets. Sham-
ed, he raises pleading eyes to his part-
ner, only to find that North, too, is
perspiring from his futile gropings for
a further rule to go by, East and West,
South sees, are no better off. There is
a pregnant pause as the players look at
each other.

“Oh hell,” remarks South at length,
and by unanimous consent they all go
back to first principles. South figures
he has a lot of help for North if North
has enough sense to use it properly, so
South bids four hearts. West, who
was doubtful of his strength at the time
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he made his raise of East’s first bid, in
spite of what the book said, is glad to
pass. North also passes, but East is
stubborn and bids four spades. South
takes the bit in his teeth and bids five
hearts—after an exchange of looks
with North—and the others pass,
North being timid about going to a
little-slam hid.

EAST leads off with his king of
spades, but North brutally trumps
with the trey of hearts from dummy
and takes the trick. The ace of clubs
from dummy takes the next trick,
whereupon North leads the four of the
same suit from the board. West knows
that either North or East is short so
he plays his seven, and North takes the
trick in his own hand with the eight
of trumps. North leads his seven of
spades, hoping to dislodge the ace, but
East holds it back and dummy trumps
to take the trick. Leading the five of
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soon as it is on the board, but not rent district. )
sooner. However, it all works out iaslished lom
about the same, for East leads the E_ E. B AL DW | N
deuce of trumps and forces out North’s 36 East 10th Street New York City
ace, and puts it up to North to lead.
North leads his eight of spades but - T A
East again holds back his ace, dummy OSHKOSH LUGGAGE
'Cﬂf!mwmﬂg to match, or in Bﬁge Ga&% taking the trick with its last trump.
framed weulh R ik The queen of diamonds, led from
dummy, is taken by East’s ace. East PHILIP F. HALL, Inc.
kindly leads back his cight of diamonds 38 East 49th St., New York
and North takes the trick with his king. ) . L
He also takes the next one with his Lightweight, Distinctive
jack of diamonds, but his following Matched  Sets
lead, the six of diamonds, is trumped
by East. East now leads his four of
hearts and North takes it with his king
of hearts, but this leaves North with a
spade lead, the queen, and East’s ace
takes the trick. North is set two tricks.
“I don’t think much of those bidding
rules,” remarks North, more in sorrow
than in anger. “According to the book
we had at least a four-trick bid, and

; made -odd.”
S e B e only made threeodd.” ds Eas
iy with blending Lisard or Waterssakd But you bid five,” reminds East.
e 22500 “Yes, and Il bet I could find a rule

to justify it, too,” snaps North. “Those
rules don’t work except in 2 book.”
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