


Toronto Guard Squeeze
Playing in a pairs contest, I pick up a hand with a distribution I always like. I am in third chair at favorable vulnerability and hold:


( A K 7 2   ( J 9 3   ( 8  ( K J 7 6 3

Partner passes and RHO opens one club. I am not prone to being shut out of bidding just because they open my longest suit. I still have a chunky four-carder and it is the boss suit. I overcall one spade and LHO comes in with one notrump. This is passed back to me and now I introduce my real suit with two clubs. LHO passes and partner tries two diamonds. It is possible that partner has a 6-card diamond suit but did not open a weak two due to suit texture. Or, perhaps, he also has a 4-card heart suit. I venture forward with two hearts and partner takes a preference back to my first suit with two spades. Now, I am sure he only has a doubleton spade since he did not raise earlier. I have one more bid left at the safety of the two-level and I take it with two notrump. This closes the auction as it is followed by three passes. Here is the strange auction:
    West          North          East          South
       -               Pass           1(             1(
    1 NT           Pass          Pass           2 (
    Pass            2 (           Pass           2 (
    Pass            2 (           Pass           2 NT

    Pass           Pass          Pass

The opening lead is the diamond deuce and these are the two hands:


North

                           ( Q 4

                           ( K 5 3

                           ( Q J 9 7 4 2

                           ( 9 8

                              South

                           ( A K 7 2

                           ( J 9 4

                           ( 8

                           ( K J 7 6 3

The contract looks reasonable and it certainly appears that EW would be plus anywhere from 90 to 150 in their NT contract.

 I insert the diamond 9 from dummy and RHO wins the Ace. The club deuce comes back and I duck, losing to LHO's Queen. The third deuce is led at trick three, the heart deuce, ducked in dummy and RHO inserts the 8 (not best). I win the 9 and cross to dummy with the spade queen - the fourth consecutive deuce lead. When I lead the club 9 off dummy, RHO makes a serious error in covering; with clubs untangled, I drive out the Ace. RHO wins the third round, diamond pitch from LHO and back comes a spade. I finish the clubs, and this is the position before the last club is played:

North

                           ( void
                           ( K 5 
 West                  ( Q J 7             East
( J  x                  ( void             ( x
( Q 10                South              ( A x x
( K                    ( K 7                ( x
( void                ( J 4                 ( void
                           ( void
                           ( 6
The last club puts the screws to West in an unusual position. Discarding a spade sacrifices a trick immediately. A diamond discard does not immediately give up a trick but leads to an endplay when I cash the spade King and toss LHO in with the 13th spade. With everyone down to a doubleton heart, it is not hard to play small when the 10 is led. That leaves a heart discard. I lead a heart immediately to the Queen, King and Ace and although they can cash a diamond, I am left with a good spade and a heart for +120.
The serious error committed by East at trick three in ducking the heart kept the frozen suit frozen and led to a guard squeeze against the Q 10 in West's hand. Simplifying the defense by rising with the heart Ace and returning the suit would have been best. My counter is to win the heart King on the second round, blocking the suit, and leading a club. If RHO rises on the Ace, they get two clubs, two hearts and two diamonds. Should RHO duck, I can endplay LHO twice, once in hearts and again in spades and score three spades, one heart, one club and two diamonds for down one. 




Kurt Schaeffer
