
WHY IS THIS YEAR DIFFERENT FROM ALL OTHER YEARS? 
 

By Steven Gaynor 
 

**In all other years the GNT District final was a two day, four session slugfest.  This year it is a 
one day, two session event. 
 
**In all other years it was held as a separate event.  This year it is attached to the Gopher 
regional in MN so you can make one trip to participate in two events, saving time and money.  
You can also practice in similar team events to the GNT final, Knockouts and Swiss Teams, 
getting ready. 
 
**In all other years the winning teams received a subsidy that did not cover all of the expenses.  
This year the subsidy is the biggest ever that our district has granted ($2000/team or more).  
Even better news is that it will go farther covering your expenses as the national finals are in 
exciting Las Vegas where transportation and housing bargains are easy to find.  
 
**In all other years you had to purchase several meals and housing if you are from out of town.   
This year you only need one extra night of housing and Units 103 & 178 have pledged up to 
$1000 for lunch for the participants in the GNT finals. 
 
Pre-registration is not required, but appreciated.  If you wake up on the morning of May 26 and 
your team decides to play – COME ON DOWN, but if you plan to play let Mike Cassel know so 
we can get a feel for the # of participating teams. 
 
Remember, you only play against teams in your flight, so a non-life master team will win, a 
team with no player over 2500 MP’s will win, a team with no player over 6000 MP’s will win, 
and an open team will win –AND each team wins an equal slice of the pie! 
 
So do not PASS OVER this event.  It will not be as economic or easy to win in the future.  Let the 
seas part so you can walk down the path to participate in a National event against your bridge 
peers. 
 
In order to pre-register, contact Mike Cassel:  Mc2MikeC@aol.com .  The event will be held on 
Monday, May 26 at the Ramada MOA (formerly the Thunderbird Motel) at the intersection of I-
494 and 24th Ave S in Bloomington, MN.  Start time for the 1st session is 9 AM. 
 
Your eligibility for a specific flight is based on your masterpoint holding as displayed on the 
September, 2013 copy of your Bridge Bulletin.   So if you have won points since then that put 
you in a different flight, IT DOESN’T MATTER! 
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