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”Winkle Jettison Squeeze” 
 

The opportunity to pull off a rare squeeze 
occurred last Friday in the second session of 
the Minneapolis Grand Slam Club’s Board-A-
Match Team Championship. 
 
Bd 10 

Dealer:  S  

Vul.:  Both 
♠ J764 

♥ 32 

♦ 95 

 KT862 
♠ AKT32      ♠ Q985 

♥ QT             ♥ AJ75 

♦ KQ         ♦ JT64 

 QJ54         3 
♠ - 

♥ K9864 

♦ A8732 

 A97 

 
Kaplan      Lawson       Holloway     Larson 

   1♥              1♠              Pass              2♠ 

  Pass            3              Pass              4♠ 

All Pass 

 

Richard Lawson recounted the auction to his 4♠ 

and the first four tricks: 

♥3 to Dummy’s ♥A 

♠5 to West’s ♠A , noting the 4-0 break 

♦Q losing to South’s ♦A. 

South’s ♥K cashed. 

 
At this point South tried an uppercut with a third 
heart which Richard ruffed high.  Richard knew  
the contract was cold if he could unblock the top 
diamond, pull North’s remaining trumps, and 
then discard 3 clubs on dummy’s good 
diamonds and hearts. 
 
The roof fell in when the top diamond was 
ruffed and Richard ended up down 2 for a 

distinctly minus position.  Had he pulled 2 
rounds of trump ending in dummy to then lead a 
diamond he could not have suffered the 
uppercut, but would have been down one. 
 
The deal looked most interesting and I put the 

hand into Deep Finesse only to discover that 4♠ 

was cold after the South’s heart play at trick 5. 
 
After ruffing high at trick 5 and pulling North’s 
trump you reach the following 5 card ending: 
 

♠ - 

♥ - 

♦ - 

 KT862 
♠ -         ♠ - 

♥ -             ♥ J 

♦ K         ♦ JT6 

 QJ54         3 
♠ - 

♥ - 

♦ 873 

 A9 

 

When you cash the ♥J at trick 10 South is 

caught in a squeeze forced to come down to a 
singleton club. 
 

If South pitches the 9 West can play a 

diamond, and throw South in with the A as a 
steppingstone to dummy’s diamonds. 
 

If South pitches the A West can jettison his 

♦K, cash dummy’s 2 good diamonds, and lead 

a club to North’s K.  North will have to yield 
the gamegoing trick back to West’s club at trick 
13. 
 
To break up this squeeze South needs to cash 

the A  at trick 5.  Then either a second club or 
a heart will destroy declarer’s communication 

back to hand and either the ♠J will score or 

dummy’s last diamond lost.  But how can you 
be sure that you are not aiding declarer in 
establishing a crossruff when you cash  the top 
club? 
 
Have you ever seen a winkle jettison squeeze? 
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