
296.  Beware Murray 
Playing the Saturday afternoon duplicate at 

the Minneapolis Bridge Center, partner and I make 
our way to the last table when we are intercepted by 
Director Oakey, who whispers to partner, “Beware 
Murray.”  We sit down against the bearded Murray 
and his expert partner, and I extract these cards: 
 
♠ A K Q 4 3      ♡♡♡♡ ―      ♢♢♢♢ 10 9 3       ♣ K J 9 6 3 

 
  Murray, on my right, deals and opens the bidding 
one club.  I overcall one spade.  EP passes, and my 
partner jumps to three notrump.  Murray and I 
pass, but EP is not deterred: he bids four hearts.  
Partner doubles, and that ends this rather unique 
auction: 
 
West  North  East  South 
―  1♣  1♠  Pass 
3NT  Pass  Pass  4♡♡♡♡ 
All Pass 
 
Partner leads the ♠J and this is what I see: 
 
  ♠ 8 7 
  ♡♡♡♡ A K 10 5 
  ♢♢♢♢ A 4 
  ♣ 10 8 5 4 2 
    ♠ A K Q 4 3 
♠J led    ♡♡♡♡ ― 
    ♢♢♢♢ 10 9 3 
    ♣ K J 9 6 3 
 
 What can declarer have to justify his bidding, 
and, equally, what can partner have for his jump to 
three notrump?   Declarer must have long hearts and 
partner can’t have much in that suit, perhaps ♡♡♡♡Qxx.  
Declarer has four or five spades, based on the lead 
and logic of the auction.  Partner must have long 
diamonds and undoubtedly the ♣AQ for his bid.  
That leaves declarer with mostly major-suit cards 
and perhaps even a void in clubs.   
 Where are our tricks coming from?  If 
declarer is void in clubs, he can duck another spade 
and set up a black-suit crossruff.  He might be able 
to ruff three spades in dummy, and make this crazy 
contract with the ♢♢♢♢A and six hearts in hand.  Partner 
may prevent this if he has the queen of hearts, but 

there is no guarantee there.  After all, in this auction 
declarer is likely to hold some values in hearts. 
 There is an instinct to overtake and attack 
diamonds.  But is that a sound strategy?  It looks to 
me that we should be leading trumps, cutting down 
dummy’s ruffing power.  I signal my disdain for 
spades by playing the three.  Partner studies a 
moment and dutifully shifts to a trump, won in 
dummy with the ace.  A spade is led from the board.  
I would like to duck and force partner to ruff, but 
that assumes declarer has five trumps.  I would look 
terribly foolish if the ♠10 won the second spade trick 
and partner followed harmlessly with a low spade.  I 
play the ♠A because partner and I have a standing 
joke about ruffing each other’s aces.  He duly seizes 
the opportunity to ruff my ace, and follows up by 
leading a second trump.  Declarer is left with six 
trumps in his hand, two ruffs in dummy, and the ace 
of diamonds for down one. 
 The full deal: 
 

♠ 8 7 
  ♡♡♡♡ A K 10 5 
  ♢♢♢♢ A 4 
  ♣ 10 8 5 4 2 
♠ J    ♠ A K Q 4 3 
♡♡♡♡ 9 4 2    ♡♡♡♡ ― 
♢♢♢♢ K Q J 7 6 5   ♢♢♢♢ 10 9 3 
♣ A Q 7   ♣ K J 9 6 3 
  ♠ 10 9 6 5 2 
  ♡♡♡♡ Q J 8 7 6 3 
  ♢♢♢♢ 8 2 
  ♣ ― 
 
 ● When your side has the bulk of the 
strength, it is generally wise to lead trumps.  On this 
deal, the critical play was on the first trick.  
Someone needed to shift to a trump. 
 ● The play of the ♠A, when there were more 
descriptive alternatives, had a coded message: “Ruff 
and continue trumps!” 
 ● Full disclosure:  East fell from grace at 
trick one.  He correctly inferred that West’s ♠J was a 
singleton and overtook, but at this stage there was no 
way to beat the contract.  Larry Oakey, as usual, was 
right.   Whether his “Beware Murray” was a warning 
or a hex, Murray and partner got all the matchpoints. 


