
American Contract Bridge League 
Minnesota Gopher Unit 103 
Board of Directors Meeting 

Saturday, September 25, 2019 
Rochester, MN 

 
 
Present: Warren Nelson, Larry Huiras, Kathy Beckman, Rajiv Kapadia, Tom Owens, Amy Dutton, Sue 

Greenberg, Lance Chamberlain, Patti Huiras 

Absent: Keith Thompson and John Koch. 

Also Present:    Patti Stuhlman and Deana Liddy. 
 
 
Meeting was called to order by President Warren Nelson at 5:10 p.m.  
  
Minutes of the June 14 meeting were presented and a motion to accept was made by Larry, second by 
Kathy, unanimously approved.  
 
Lance did not have a financial report for this meeting. 
 
Deana Liddy was introduced to the Board as a candidate to replace Sharon Anderson as District 14 
representative next year. Deana gave a brief overview of who she was and why she was running for this 
position.  
 
 
Old Business: 

 Collegiate Support: Warren said we need to help in any way. Rajiv said there is the $500 
education money available. Kathy suggested reduced entry fees. Larry brought up the 
"resources for college bridge programs” statement that he had previously sent to the Board and 
the memo he had sent out setting up a "fund" for college funding. Rajiv suggested they play free 
at tournaments, Kathy suggested 1/2 price. Warren reiterated that the ACBL gives them $300 
for “educational purposes". Amy suggested a tournament just for college students. Kathy wants 
information sent to the Univ. Club at St. John's. Larry will get the name of the individual and 
send him the ACBL links so that they can pursue this further. No motion for further discussion. 

 By-laws: Warren said the By-laws need to be updated and presented to the membership -- he 
suggested at the Awards Banquet. He would like to see an opportunity to conduct business via 
email instead of an Annual Meeting added to the By-Laws. Larry suggested a small committee to 
work on the By-laws and present their findings at the Awards Banquet. The Committee that 
volunteered would be Larry, Kathy and John. Amy asked for the information to be available to 
make suggestions before it is presented. Motion by Warren to form this committee and proceed 
as outlined., second by Rajiv, unanimously approved. 

 Awards Banquet: Sue will chair the Banquet which is set for Saturday May 2 (she has cleared the 
date with the Bridge Center). She requested help from the local area - Larry and Amy will help.  

 Used Tables: Larry reported that 30 tables were sold for $5 each. The money from the sale will 
be used to buy new tables when needed. Warren thanked Larry for taking care of this. 

  



 Gopher Recap: Patti Stuhlman thanked everyone for their support of the Gopher which made a 
profit of $4,257 this year. She had anticipated a decrease of 100 tables but was only down 58.  

Highlights: The Intermediate/Novice 0-499 group had a lot of interest.  

 Dropped the 3rd KO, had bracketed teams 

 Saturday night pair/team was dropped in favor of a 5th/6th session of evening side 
games.   

The date of the Gopher for next year is May 18-24. Patti signed a commitment for 3 more years 
at the Crown Plaza. Need to commit to 260 rooms. This year there were 253 but still within the 
80%  guarantee which gives us a number of upgrades from the hotel. 

Each club outside of the Twin Cities area receives 2 free vouchers for NLM play.  

There is a discount for teams under 2500 -- which generates some interest.  

Patti asked everyone to be an Ambassador for the tournament -- tell everyone about it and get 
them excited. 

 
New Business: 

 Rochester Regional Tournament: Kathy thanked the Co-chairs and said they did a great job with 
600 tables (Fargo had 278 tables in the past). Kathy asked for the profit to go to the Club, but Raj 
said that was a dangerous precedent. Raj made a motion to give Bar, Layne and Sheri each $100. 
second by Larry, unanimously approved. This regional will be held again in two years. 

 Guide to Tournament Bridge Events Brochure: Warren shared a brochure that Sue Jackson had 
come up with. The Unit 178 Board has agreed to pay 1/2 the cost for printing these on glossy 
paper to be distributed to all clubs in both units. Amy said this was a good idea, but expensive. 
Larry said this was all available online and the Bridge Center had something similar to this 
available there. No motion to go forward with this brochure. 

 Election of Officers: Warren said he would continue as President for one more year and asked 
the other Directors if they would continue for one more year. Larry and Kathy said they would. 
Keith was not there to agree to this. Raj made a motion to extend the Directors one more year, 
second by Amy, unanimously approved. 

 New Discipline Procedure: Rajiv is the new District Disciplinarian. Units no longer have a role in 
the disciplinary process.  

 Paul Bunyan Update: Warren reported that the tournament was down and lost about $400 -- 
which happened for several reasons including the Canadian exchange rate not being taken into 
account. 

 St. Cloud Tournament: Kathy reported that they were up 19 tables and made a profit of $919.56. 

 Cost for Swiss Team on Sunday: Lance suggested that the fee for the Swiss Team on Sunday be 
reduced to $35/person ($7 for lunch vs $12 which is included in the entry fee). Kathy made a 
motion to accept, second by Rajiv, unanimously approved. 

 Upcoming Events: Oct. 8-11, 2020 will be the Autumn Harvest Sectional which will be run in 
conjunction with the I/N Regional. These tournaments will be held at the Mounds View 
Community Center. 

 
Next Meeting: Saturday April 4, 2020 in Rochester.  
 
Motion to adjourn made by Amy and second by Larry. Unanimously approved. 
 
 
 
Submitted by Patti Huiras, Secretary 


