
THE LAST HAND 

 

By Gene Brandl 

 

We were playing in a Gold Rush Swiss Team game at the Nationals in 

Atlanta. My partner was Del Swanson and our teammates were Curt 

Kristensen from Duluth and David Cohen from New York. The event was 7 

rounds of 7 boards against 7 different teams. We won the first two rounds 

20-0, the third 14-6, and were in 1
st
 place going into round 4 to be played 

against the 2
nd

 place team.  

 

My partner is hypoglycemic and uncharacteristically forgot his need for food 

every 4 hours. The event started at 10:00 am and they chose to play 4 rounds 

before a lunch break. The match was close. The opponents were playing 3 

NT in a hand that was not makeable but while the opponents were running a 

long club suit, my partner revoked. He realized it on the next club played but 

it was too late. Even though it had no effect on the outcome, the rules say if 

you revoke and take a subsequent trick there is a one trick penalty. They 

were down 1, as were our teammates, so credit the opponents with 3 NT not 

vulnerable.  

 

Near the end of the round, my partner was declarer in a 5 NT hand and was 

cashing winners in a makeable contract. He had a great strategy that 

guaranteed the contract but went blank and forgot which cards had been 

played. The result was down 2. At the other table they played 3NT making 4 

vulnerable. Ten points on the 3NT hand, 12 on the 5 NT and we lost the 

round by 15 IMPs and 16 – 4 on the Victory Point scale. A timely sandwich 

and we would have won the round 14 – 6. 

 

After a little lunch and my partner rejuvenated we won match five 20 – 0 

and match six 18 – 2 but trailed the team that beat us going into the final 

round. Game seven was close; we were ahead by 6 IMPs going into the last 

board which produced this hand: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

    N/S Vul                                           S A943 

    N Dealer                                         H Jxxx 

                                                            D 4 

                                                            C KQJx 

                                       S Q872                                  S 5 

                                       H Qxx                                    H 10x 

                                       D Qx                                      D K10xxxxx 

                                       C A9xx                                  C 10xx 

                                                             S KJ106 

                                                             H AKxx 

                                                             D AJx 

                                                             C xx 

 

My partner was the opener with the North hand. Our teammates pushed their 

opponents to 5 S which they set 2 tricks. My partner opened 2 D and I 

alerted it as a three suited hand and all I knew was Spades was not the short 

suit. East bid 4 D. I was quite sure I knew my partner’s short suit and he 

probably had 4 Clubs but if East had a weak hand and 6 Diamonds it was 

statistically possible my partner was short in Hearts. I bid 4 S. West didn’t 

flinch and bid 5 D.  

 

My partner suddenly realized that the opponents could have a makeable 

contract if one was void in Spades and the other had Ax in clubs, so he 

sacrificed at 5 S.  

 

West led a small D to the 4, K and A. My potential losers were 1S, at least 

1H, 2 D and 1C. I could ruff my D losers but that would probably leave one 

loser in S,H, and C.  

 

I needed more information so I tested the water with a C lead. West played 

the A and then went into a long pause. S and H leads would provide a free 

finesse against certain winners. The Q of D would get ruffed and she 

couldn’t be sure her partner had the J so she lead a C which was won by the 

Q.  

 

Now I had a plan which handled a 4-1 S split. I led a small S to the K and 

returned the J of S. West obediently played the Q, thanks to the old ditty 

“cover an honor with an honor”.  

 



East showed out and the jig was up. I cashed the 2 good clubs discarding my 

2 small H and cashed my A and K of H. That produced this position with me 

still on lead: 

 

                                                                  S 94 

                                                                  H Jx 

                                                 S 87 

                                                 H Q 

                                                 D Q 

                                                                   S 10 5 

                                                                   D Jx 

 

A D ruff followed by a H ruff left a cross ruff with the 2 high trumps. 5 S 

making 6 for 680 plus the 200 from our partners gave us 880 or 13 IMPs. 

The first place team won their match 14 – 6 which gave them 102 points for 

the event. We won 17 – 3 for a total of 104 and 19.22 Gold points. 


